IT HAS BEEN EVER SINCE THE
T HE PL A NET N ANP =] CHANGING

ASSORTED GASES AND PUSTS COALESCEP....

WAS FORMED
OF COSMIC
FARTICLES.

EVENTUALLY FLORA AND FALINA APPEARED
AS PART OF THAT CHANGE-PROCESS .

MURRAY BOOKCHIN CALLED THIS
'SECONP NATLURE' HE EXPLAINS:
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AS WE HUMANS PEVELOPED .GGCIAL
TOWARD AN ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY,
INSTITUTIONS, OUR INFLLIENCE OVER THE CAPACITY TO PROVIPE AN ENTIRELY

SECONP NATLURE CONTAINS Q
BOTH THE PANGER OF TEARING

POWN THE BIOSPHERE AND, GIVEN A
FURTHER PEVELOPMENT OF HUMANITY

THAT PROCESS CAME TO GROW.
]

NEW ECOLOGICAL PISPENSATION.

. HUMANS ARE PART OF NATLRE,
THROUGH AND THROUGH, WHILE...
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AT THE SAME TIME THE PLANET'S
WIPER ECOLOGY IS PROFOUNPLY

AFFECTEP BY ORESOC/IAL
CHOICES BASEL N VALLES.




THE ANSWER LIES IN
IF nomens | EEEEED
PLAY ABIG
PART IN
NATURE,
WHY DO WE I aopor
ALWAYS OIS s
SEEM AT
oDDS WITH .

Il

FOR MOST OF THE INTELLECTUAL AS BEING IN CONFLICT WITH OUR EVEN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTLRY,
HISTORY OF THE WEST, HUMANITY SURROUNDINGS OR 'HUSBANDING' WITH INTELLECTUALS APPEARING
HAS BEEN PLACED AT A REMOVE SCARCE NATURAL RESOURCES | TO REVERE NATURE...

FROM THE 'NATLURAL' WORLD. FOR OUR OWN SURVIVAL.

...WE SEE THE
INVENTION OF
PROTECTED AREAS
SUCH AS NATIONAL
PARKS AS FORTRESES
FOR ENCLOSING
'PRISTINE' NATURE,
PINVIPING THE
‘CIVILISEP
WORLD FROM
‘WILPERNESS!

WHEN MOPERN EMPIRES STARTEL ...HELPING TO INVENT AND SOLIPIFY THIS NARRAT/IVE CONTINUES TO BE
TO FORM, THIS NARRATIVE OF MAN PREJUPICES NECESSARY TO THE REPLICATED TO THIS 24, IN THE
5/2/\/75; EFREZA NATLIRE BECAME SUCCESS OF ITS ENPEAVOLRS. RHETORIC AND POLICIES OF

E FUL...

LEAPERS AND PECISION-MAKERS,
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IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT MUCH CURRENT POS/TIVIST
SCIENCE FUNCTIONS TO REIFY THE FALLACY

OF A PIVISION BETWEEN HUMAN-
KINP ANDP NATURE, AND
FOR THE SAME OLP
REASONS...*

...IT ONLY GOES SO FAR AS TO

)

'—Q- PROVE THE OPPOSITE, THAT IT
IS OUR VALUES THAT PRIVE THE
REPROPUCTION OF NATURE,
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* ARGUMENTS LARGELY EXIST TO
BUTTRESS A FLAGGING SYSTEM

A OF PREJUPICE.

LoWIH o GIVEN THAT SUCH POSITIVIST
Q%\.\Q \! ‘

UKANNOUNCE RWANDAASYLUM PLAN

*

IT IS STILL VALUES THAT SHAPE -
: THE VALUES OF CAPITAL, IN PARTICLLAR,
THE SOCIO-ECOLOGY OF THE REPLICATE A NUMBER OF PIFFICULT

NORLE B WHICH WE LIVE, BVEN CONSEQUENCES. AND IT 1S CLEAR...

ECONOMIC VALUES PUSHED
UNPER THE RULE OF CAPITAL .

PERHAPS EVEN,

ALITTLE...

... THAT AT THE MARGINS OF THIS
CAPITALIST SOCIO-ECOLOGY,
CONSEQUENCES HAVE STARTED TO
BECOME A LITTLE UNPREPICTABLE...

THIg ME’E/ZVINéW REPRVEQENTSG'THE LI/;J/\ITQ 9
TO SEEING THE WORLP THROUGH ONL Y

| TRUTHS OF
A VERY NARROW APERTLRE. 7 THE MULTIPLE

CRISES WE

POMINANT GOVERNANCE MOPELS, CONTINUING TO
SLAVISHLY REPROPUCE THE SAME VALUE STRUCTURES

UNPER CAPITAL, PRIVILEGING ECONOMIC GROWTH... ' —
7 u

* 'SAME OLD REASONS' INCLUPE, BUT ARE NOT EXCLUSIVE TO, RACISM, SEXISM, CLASSISM, WHITE SUPREMACIST PREJUPICES, IMPERIAL MINDSET, LIBERALISM,
NEOLIBERALISM, CONSERVATISM, NEOCONSERVATISM, BEST INTENTIONS, THE LOGIC OF THE BOSSES, POOR IMAGINATION, ANP GOOP OL' FASHIONED CAREERISM.




WE SEE FROM ATTEMPTS TO APDRESS
COMPOUNPEPD CRISES LIKE CLIMATE
CHANGE OR GLOBAL PANPEMICS,
THAT A TOP-POWN, ONE-SIZE-FITS-
ALL APPROACH TO POLICY IS POOMEP
TO FAIL ALL BUT THE MOST INSULATED
FROM HARM. OFTEN OFFERING...

THE

SO-CALLED
'\GLOBAL
LEAPERSHIP' IS
NECESSARILY
LIMITEZ TOA
NARROW COURSE
OF ACTION, AS

IF IT WERE THE
ONLY OPTION.

...LITTLE MORE THEN GREATER CONTROL .[FORMS OF AND
AND TECHNICAL MANAGEMENT OVER ORIy e o
SOCIAL LIFE AN NATURE FOR WHATEVER ROOT CALGES AND THE INHERENT
INSTITUTION OR INTEREST. IS BACKING THE

CONTRAPICTIONS OF A GLOBAL
PROPOSAL. THE POLICY NARRATIVES THAT
JUSTIFY THESE APPROACHES FORM A ECONOMIC SYSTEM ORIENTEL

LARGE PART OF THE PROBLEM, PRVILEGING... TOWARDS GROWTH AT ALL COSTS.

R\

BY EXCLUPING PISSENTING
VOICES ANP HIPING UNEVEN
POWER RELATIONS, THIS
POLITICS CLOSES SPACE
FOR PEBATE AND CREATES
POLICY 'LOCK=-INS' THAT
RESEMBLE LITTLE MORE
THAN A CEREMONIAL ZANSE
MACABRE BETWEEN BIG
BUSINESS ANP OUR
COLLECTIVE PEMISE.

THIS AMOUNTS TO A FORECLOSLIRE ON THE SOCIAL,
IMAGINATION, CONSTRAINING POSSIBILITIES
FOR PEOPLE TO ACT, CREATE ANP FLOURISH




THE BEST THE LLUCKY ONES CAN HOPE FOR IS THAT

CRISES ARE PROLONGED, PELAYEL FOR SOME AND
OUTSOURCEPD TO THE SOC/AL AND ECONOMIC
MARGINS. SHIFTED IN SPACE AND TIME.

ALL THIS
POES IS HIPE
THE FACT THAT THE
'\GHASTLY FUTLRE' 1S
ALREADPY HERE. SEEN
THROUGH A CRISIS IN

;\k \
\Q

\
“———= PEMOCRACY, CREEPING ——
T

AND EXPANPING

———  ENCLOSLRE.

LEADERSHIP'S PURSUIT OF
GROWTH, EVEN IN THE FACE
OF GLOBAL PISASTER, HAS
LED TO A PEEPENING
PRIVATISATION AND
COMMOPIFICATION OF
NATURE, CULMINATING

IN PHENOMENA LIKE
‘SACRIFICE 3

ZONES'. ...WHERE PORTIONS OF THE PLANET

ARE SACRIFICEP TO BUSINESS
INTERESTS, LIKE ALONG SECTIONS
OF THE MISS/SS/PP/ RIVER, IN THE
USA, KNOWN COLLOQUIALLY AS
'CANCER ALLEY, WHERE
PETROCHEMICAL OPERATIONS
HAVE HAP A PEVASTATING EFFECT
BOTH ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND
THE HEALTH OF THE MOSTLY POOR,
PISENFRANCHISED POPLLATION.

6 SACRIFICED.

HUMAN
LAt VALLE SYSTEMS ARE
"ZONEP”’ IN THIS MOPEL A PROPUCT OF THE
OF EXTRACTION~-FUELLED HUMAN REL ATIONSHIPS
GROWTH. CHILPREN AS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT
YOUNG AS FOUIR YEARS SUPPORT THEM. VALLE
E EREFORE
CONDITIONS OF MICA ﬁﬁ; JﬁgTT;‘sﬁAué’,_’f
o g POTENTIALITY AS THERE
FORSAKEN, ARE WAYS TO ORGANISE

HUMAN SOCIETY.

GOVERNMENTS,
CORPORATIONS ANP
STATES ARE NOT THE
ONLY WAY TO ORGANISE
ANP SO PROFIT, CAPITAL
AND GROWTH ARE NOT
THE ONLY FORMS

OF VALLE.




BUT DO
PEOPLE

TAKE OTHER
FORMS OF ]

VALUE =\ A\
strrovsLy? WINE
DO THEY [V
PREJENT AN € o=
ALTERNATIVE?

/

ALL ONE HAS TO PO 1S
LOOK TO THE COMMONS,
OR MORE SPECIFICALLY
THOSE 'COMMONING
WHERE THERE ARE MANY
EMPHATIC EMPIRICAL
EXAMPLES.,

COMMONING , THE

'POING' OF THE COMMONS,
INVOLVES REL ATIONSHIPS,
PRACTICES, AND VALLIES BY
WHICH FOLKS CREATE,
GOVERN, REPROPUCE AND
PEFENP RESOURCES AND
OTHER FORMS OF SOC/AL

THIS s0C/4L WEALTH REPRESENTS
THINGS AND ACTIVITIES THAT WE
SHARE IN COMMON, AND THAT ARE
BEST MANAGEP BY THOSE WHO
ENJOY THEM. IT COULD BE SONGS,
AMANGROVE, PUBLIC SPACES,

...OR SIMPLY THE
FOOP ON OUR TABLE.




Ml UNLIKE 'GLOBAL LEADERS' AND THE
POLICY APPROACHES THEY ENDORSE, RESTRUCTURING WORK , MARKETS, HOLISING, CARE,

COMMONERS ARE RESPONPING TO PROPUCTION OF KOWLEPGE AND GOODS. ENACTING
THE STRUGGLES OF OLR TIME. THAT OF T-PREAMT VISION OF A...

ORGANISING MORE ECO-
LOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS
AMONG soc/eTy, TECHNOLOGY
AND THE ENVIRONMENT .
BRINGING FORTH FLITLIRES IN
THE PRESENT BASED ON LIVING,
THINKING AND ACTING N
MULT/I-SPECIES WORLPS.

EXAMPLES OF
COMMONING CAN BE PRAWN
FROM AGROECOLOBY,
PERMACLULTURE ANP FORESTRY,
| AMING TO CREATE AND PEFENP
NEW FOOP PROPUCTION AND
PISTRIBUTION REGIMES THAT RUN
COLUNTER TO MARKET
VALUES,

THE GREATEST POTENTIAL IN COMMONING
LIES IN COMMONERS' ABILITY TO PERFORM
CHANGE 'FROM BELOW, TO BUILD
INFRASTRUCTURE THAT RESFONPS TO

COMMUNITY NEEDPS AND RUNS COUNTER

TO POMINANT POWER STRUCTURES.

(7 WJ’/—///

N,

COMMONING PROPUCES POWERFLUL,
VALUE-PRIVEN COUNTER NARRATIVES,
BY PEMONSTRATING THROUGH
PRACTICE THAT OTHER WAYS AND
WORLPS ARE POSS/BLE.



BUT

HOW IS
COMMONING
ORGANISED?

...THE SAME IS TRUE OF THOSE
COMMONING .

IT'S SITUATIONAL .
BUT THERE ARE SOME KEY

SIMILARITIES TO ANY
COMMONING ACTIVITY.

IS AN ACTIVE
SOCIAL
PROCESS
AND THAT IS
REFLECTEPD|
IN THE POLITICS
OF COMMONS
GOVERNANCE.

COMMONING BRINGS TOGETHER PISTINCT
ICOMMUNITIES OF FOLK, WITH THEIR OWN
NORMS, PRACTICES
ANP VALLIES, TO
CREATE AND
CULTIVATE
MUTUALLY

)

INDIVIPUAL AND COMMUNAL ALITONOMY ARE PRIME FACTORS IN COMMONING ORGANISATION
AND GOVERNANCE N®AND ARE IN ESSENCE UNSCALABLE. THOSE TWO FACTORS MEAN
THAT IT IS VERY UNLIKELY THAT COMMONING WOULD REPLICATE THE TYPES OF

ORGANISATIONAL MOPELS WE HAVE BECOME FAMILIAR WITH IN BUSINESS OR AT WORK.

MOTHERFYE*2R

NOTA BENE: MANY COMMONERS COME FROM ANARCHIST AND AUTONOMIST MARXIST TRAPITIONS.

YOU NEEPD TO WORK FASTER
OR FIN? ANEW 308!

THE GOVERNANCE OF
SUCH OPERATIONS,
OR SETS OF
OPERATIONS,
NECESSITATES
AN INFORMAL
INSTITUTIONAL
DYNAMIC...

...CENTRING ON THE
RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN PEOPLE,
AND POTENTIALLY
NON-HUMAN, MATERIAL
OR INTANGIBLE
ELEMENTS TOO, ALL
DEPENDING ON THE
VALLE OR soC/IAL
GOOp TO BE
REPROPLUCEPD .

\
2
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SO IT IS BEST TO SEE COMMONING
AS A PRACTICE CONCERNEPD WITH
SOCIAL 6oOopP...

'l'llE v'
COMMON
GOOD

L24 e

. WHILST UNPERSTANLPING THAT
THIS REFLECTS A VAST POTENTIAL
OF COMMUNITY-SPECIFIC ACTINITY.




WHAT
IS THE
COMMONS?

WE ARE ENCOLIRAGEP
TO THINK OF THE
RESOURCES AROUNP US
AS INERT 'THINGS '
EXISTING APART FROM US,
ONLY TO BE OWNEP OR
USEPD TO SATISFY NEEDPS,

BUT IF WE FORGET MAINSTREAM
ECONOMIC APPROACHES ANP SEE
RESOUCES BEYONP THIS CLASSIFI-
CATION AS MERE 'PROPERTY,' ANP
CONSIPER RESOLIRCES INSTEAD IN
TERMS OF TANG/BLE AND INTANG/BLE
SOCIAL GoopPs,' WE BEGIN TO SEE
AN OUTLINE OF THE COMMONS APPEAR.

BECAUSE IN FIGURING RESOURCES AS
SOCIAL GOOPS THEY BECOME INTRINSIC-
ALLY LINKEP TO SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS

AND TO SOCIAL VALLE.

SO HERE WE CAN SAY THAT THE COMMONS

REFERS TO A RESOURCE, FORM OF VALLUE

OR SOCIAL GOOP AT THE CENTRE OF
COMMONING ACcTIVITY.

AND WE FINDP THE COMMONS EVERYWHERE,
OFTEN MAKING UP FOR THE SHORTFALLS
IN CARE THAT MARK TRAPITIONAL
GOVERNANCE MOPELS.




: COMMONING DOESN'T 4 N FACT, THE TANGIBILITY /4
EXIST IN ISOLATION... OF THE EFFECT OF THE

e 7 /1 THAT GOVERNMENTS
g | ...OR THE COVID
: AND CORPORATION:
/ / Mt af@oﬁ'r% € 7 MUTUAL AP
/ iy NETWORKS,
% /v /// Z
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LEAD IN SOCIAL ——
TRANSFORMATION.

THINK OF THE 'PISASTER

COMMUNISMS' THAT AROSE
AFTER THE EFFECTS OF AN EXAMPLE IS FOLINZ IN THE EXPERIMENTAL

COOPERATIVE ECONOMY DEVELOPED BY
;’g’;”,’fﬂg’ﬁ"ggﬁ%"f“g COOPERATION JACKEON.
7

REFAIR MO\;EMENTS,., A WS MANWFEST
\ THROUGH THE
STRUGGLES
OF PECPLE TC
REPLICATE THEIR
OUIN Wnay OF
' OF WRLUE

*IN FACT, THIS VERY COMIC IS CREATED UNDER A CREATIVE COMMONS LICENCE, AND YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARTOONIST [ME!]
ENCOURAGES YOU TO FREELY SHARE THIS WORK WITH ANYBOPY AND EVERYBOPY... WELL, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FORZ GET SHARING!

LICENSING. *




COMMONING, WITH ITS
INNOVATIVE PRACTICES,
MOVEMENTS, NETWORKS
AND TECHNOLOGIES, IS
RAPIPLY PIFFUSING
THROUGH THE WIPER

ECONOMY, THOUGH THIS
IS NOT NECESSARILY A
CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION
AMONGST COMMONERS,

DIFFICULT TENSIONS AND
CONTRAPICTIONS HAVE
ARISEN IN THE COMMON
STRUGGLE TO RETAN
ALUTONOMY . AS THE
BUSINESS WORLP APOPTS
COMMONS-BASEP PEER
PROPUCTION, ORGANISA-
TIONAL STRUCTURES ANP

...BUT WITH LITTLE RE-
GARP FOR THE SOCIAL
VALLE THESE COMMON
GO0OPS WERE CREATED
TO REPLICATE ANP PE-
FEND, AN UNPERSTAND-
ABLE, EVEN ADVISABLE,
SCEPTIC/ISM REMANS
ABOUT MAINSTREAM

FREE SOFTWARE...

\\
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ECONOMIC CROSSOVER,
OR HYBRIPISATION, WITH
THE COMMONS.

WELCOME TO TWADDLE™
OUR NEW HORIZONTALLY
INTERGRATEP WORK SFPACE IS SO

MUCH FUN, YOU'LL NEVER GO HOME AGAN.

ENCLOSLURE IS NO SINGULAR
EVENT, LIKE FOR EXAMPLE,
THE PISPOSSESSION OF
THE ENGLISH PEASANTRY
IN THE 237H CENTLRY.
ENCLOSURE IS A VAST
CONTINUITY, AN ONGOING
AND FUNPAMENTAL PROCESS
THAT UNPERGIRPS

COLONIALISM, IMPERIALISM,
GLOBALISATION AND
ECONOMIC 'GROWTH'.

IT IS A SEPIMENTED AND
PRIMARY LOGIC IN THE
EXERCISE OF FORMS
OF POWER THAT SEEK
POMINATION ANP CONTROL
OVER SOCIETY ANP NATLIRE.
TENS/ONS BETWEEN
COMMONING AND
ENCLOSURE FORM A
HISTORICAL TERRAIN OF i
STRUGGLE THAT IS NO =S
LESS TURBULENT TOPAY ~

7, P
THAN AT ANY TIME °)>
' Z

IN THE PAST.

"2 THE VALUES-LED PRACTICES

WHETHER IT BE ATTEMPTS
TO RE-FRAME NATURE AS
'CAPITAL' ANP BIOLOGICAL
LIFE AS 'INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY' OR TO CLAIM
THE SUN'S WARMTH AS A
'GREEN ASSET' IN RHETO-
RIC AROUND ENERGY
TRANSITIONS, THIS LO&G/IC
OF THE 'NEW ENCLOSURE'
FINPS AN OPPOS/ITION IN

OF THE COMMONS.




AS WELL AS REPLACING, CHANGING
AND SUPPLEMENTING THE MATERIAL
NEEDPS OF THE PRESENT, COMMONING
ALSO CREATES AN IMAGINATIVE SLUR-
PLUS WHEN THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE.
IN ACCEPTING THAT THE REPROPUCTION
OF VALLIE PLAYS A LARGE ROLE IN THE
FORMATION OF OUR WORLD, AND BY TAKING
VARIED FORMS OF VAL LIE SERIOUSLY,
COMMONING IS OPENING A GREAT VISTA
OF POSSIBLE AND IMAGINED FUTLIRES.
IN A VERY REAL SENSE THE POLITICAL
ECOLOGY OF THE COMMONS IS A WORK
OF SCIENCE FICTION, FOR IT IS BOTH

A MEANS OF ALUTONOMY, COOPERATION
AND TRANSFORMATION N THE
PRESENT, ANP A COMPULSION TO

IMAGINE PIFFERENTLY.
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This comic is published under a creative commons licence.

You are encouraged to share this work digitally in full under

the same licence. For any further permission to share part or
parts of this work please contact futurenatures.org

CC BY-NC-ND: This license allows reusers to copy and distribute the material in
any medium or format in unadapted form only, for noncommercial purposes only,
and only so long as attribution is given to the creator.



